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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to the original filing of Febmary 24, 2004. Claims 1-20 are 
pending and have been considered below. 



Specification 

Content of Specification 

(a) Title of the Invention : See 37 CFR 1 .72(a) and MPEP § 606. The title of 
the invention should be placed at the top of the first page of the 
specification unless the title is provided in an application data sheet. The 
title of the invention should be brief but technically accurate and 
descriptive, preferably from two to seven words may not contain more 
than 500 characters. 

(b) Cross-References to Related Applications : See 37 CFR 1 .78 and MPEP 
§'201.11. 

(c) Statement Regarding Federally Sponsored Research and Development : 
See MPEP § 310. 

(d) " The Names Of The Parties To A Joint Research Agreement : See 37 CFR 
1.71(g). 

(e) Incorporation-Bv-Reference Of Material Submitted On a Compact Disc: 
The specification is required to include an incorporation-by-reference of 
electronic documents that are to become part of the permanent United 
States Patent and Trademark Office records in the file of a patent 
application. See 37 CFR 1.52(e) and MPEP § 608.05. Computer 
program listings (37 CFR 1.96(c)), "Sequence Listings" (37 CFR 1.821(c)), 
and tables having more than 50 pages of text were permitted as electronic 
documents on compact discs beginning on September 8, 2000. 

(f) Background of the Invention : See MPEP § 608.01(c). The specification 
should set forth the Background of the Invention in two parts: 

(1 ) Field of the Invention : A statement of the field of art to which the 
invention pertains. This statement may include a paraphrasing of 
the applicable U.S. patent classification definitions of the subject 
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matter of the claimed invention. This item may also be titled 
"Technical Field." 

(2) Description of the Related Art including information disclosed under 
37 CFR 1 .97 and 37 CFR 1 .98 : A description of the related art 
known to the applicant and including, if applicable, references to 
specific related art and problems involved in the prior art which are 
solved by the applicant's invention. This item may also be titled 
"Background Art." 

(g) Brief Summary of the Invention : See MPEP § 608.01 (d). A brief summary 
or general statement of the invention as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .73. The 
summary is separate and distinct from the abstract and is directed toward 
the invention rather than the disclosure as a whole. The summary may 
point out the advantages of the invention or how it solves problems 
previously existent in the prior art (and preferably indicated in the 
Background of the Invention). In chemical cases it should point out in 
general terms the utility of the invention. If possible, the nature and gist of 
the invention or the inventive concept should be set forth. Objects of the 
invention should be treated briefly and only to the extent that they 
contribute to an understanding of the invention. 

(h) Brief Description of the Several Views of the Drawinq(s) : See MPEP § 
608.01 (f). A reference to and brief description of the drawing(s) as set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.74. 

(i) Detailed Description of the Invention : See MPEP § 608.01(g). A 
description of the preferred embodiment(s) of the invention as required in 
37 CFR 1.71. The description should be as short and specific as is 
necessary to describe the invention adequately and accurately. Where 
elements or groups of elements, compounds, and processes, which are 
conventional and generally widely known in the field of the invention 
described and their exact nature or type is not necessary for an 
understanding and use of the invention by a person skilled in the art, they 
should not be described in detail. However, where particularly 
complicated subject matter is involved or where the elements, 
compounds, or processes may not be commonly or widely known in the 
field, the specification should refer to another patent or readily available 
publication which adequately describes the subject matter. 

(j) Claim or Claims : See 37 CFR 1.75 and MPEP § 608.01 (m). The claim or 
claims must commence on separate sheet or electronic page (37 CFR 
1 .52(b)(3)). Where a claim sets forth a plurality of elements or steps, each 
element or step of the claim should be separated by a line indentation. 
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There may be plural indentations to further segregate subcombinations or 
related steps. See 37 CFR 1 .75 and MPEP § 608.01 (iHp). 

(k) Abstract of the Disclosure : See MPEP § 608.01(f). A brief narrative of the 
disclosure as a whole in a single paragraph of 150 words or less 
commencing oh a separate sheet following the claims. In an international 
application which has entered the national stage (37 CFR 1.491(b)), the 
applicant need not submit an abstract commencing on a separate sheet if 
an abstract was published with the international application under PCT 
Article 21 . The abstract that appears on the cover page of the pamphlet 
published by the International Bureau (IB) of the World Intellectual 
Property Organization (WlPO) is the abstract that will be used by the 
USPTO. See MPEP § 1893.03(e). 

(I) Sequence Listing. See 37 CFR 1.821-1.825 and MPEP §§ 2421-2431. 
The requirement for a sequence listing applies to all sequences disclosed 
in a given application, whether the sequences are claimed or not. See 
MPEP §2421 .02.. 



The specification discloses that the instant application claims benefit to a U.S. 
Provisional Patent Application. The application of the U.S. Provisional Patent 
Application is incorrectly listed as 60/525,959 and should be listed as 60/525,958. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using.it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claim 1,6-8,10 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, 
because the specification, while being enabling for previewing new events on a screen, 
does not reasonably provide enablement for using a single definition for visually 
modifying an icon. The method in this claim consists of a single step: "visually 
modifying the one of said applications' icon", and thus is interpreted as a single 
means/single step claim under MPEP 2164.08(a). 
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"A single means claim, i.e., where a means recitation does not appear in 
combination with another recited element of means, is subject to an undue breadth 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph. In re Hyatt, 708 F.2d 712. 714-715, 218 
USPQ 195, 197 (Fed. Cir. 1983) (A single means claim which covered every 
conceivable means for achieving the stated purpose was held nonenabling for the 
scope of the claim because the specification disclosed at most only those means known 
to the inventor.). When claims depend on a recited property, a fact situation comparable 
to Hyatt is possible, where the claim covers every conceivable stmcture (means) for 
achieving the stated property (result) while the specification discloses at most only 
those known to the inventor." 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 7 recites the limitation "said act of displaying a preview" in claim 6. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an intemationat application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 1-4.9-12,17-20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Salmimaa (US 2002/01 6081 7 A1 ). 
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Claim 1 : Salmimaa discloses a method of a mobile terminal receiving messages 
(paragraph 0026) and modifying application icons in response to the messages 
(paragraph 0013). 

Claim 2: Salmimaa discloses a method of an application launcher that launches an 
application associated with a selected icon in response to further user input (paragraph 
0038). 

Claim 3: Salmimaa discloses a method featuring an icon of a user more prominently 
when an email from that user Is received, i.e. monitoring for new email messages " 
(events) (paragraph 0045). 

Claim 4: Salmimaa discloses a method modifying application icons in response to the 
messages (paragraph 0013), thereby determining which modification should be made to 
the icon. 

Claim 9,17: Salmimaa discloses a method and a Graphical User Interface (GUI) for an 
application launcher that launches an application associated with a selected icon in 
response to further user input, for example, a web browser or a document (paragraph 
0038). 
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Claim 10,11,18,19: Salmimaa discloses a method and a Graphical User Interface (GUI) 
for a mobile terminal that includes a microprocessor and a memory that communicates 
with one or more content providers via a wireless means (paragraph 0034). 

Claim 12,20: Salmimaa discloses a GUI and a hand held wireless device for a mobile 
terminal that includes a microprocessor and a memory that communicates with one or 
more content providers via a receiving circuit, i.e. monitoring component (paragraph 
0034) and modifying icons, i.e. a modifying component (paragraph 0013). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fornis the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 5-8, 13-16 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Salmimaa (US 2002/01 6081 7 A1 ) in view of Hellebust (US 2005/0248437 A1 ). 

Claim 5: Salmimaa discloses a method modifying application icons in response to the 
messages (paragraph 0013) as in claim 4 above, thereby detemriining which 
modification should be made to the icon, but does not disclose keeping a count of the 
number of messages received for each icon. Hellebust discloses a method showing the 
number of messages received under each of the categories (paragraph 0017). 



Application/Control Number: 10/784,781 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2109 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art for 
Salmimaa to include a message count for each icon. One would have been motivated 
to include a message count for each icon to count the number of messages associated 
with each icon that have the same profile. 

Claim 6,14: Salmimaa discloses a method of a mobile terminal receiving messages 
(paragraph 0026) and modifying application Icons in response to the messages 
(paragraph 0013) as in claims 1 and 12 above, but does not disclose a method of 
displaying a preview of content of a new event. Hellebust discloses a method for the 
display of the wireless device to be updated to reflect that a new message has arrived 
by displaying the actual message (paragraph 001 1 ). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious for to one having ordinary skill in the art for Salmimaa to include a view of the 
actual message for an icon when a new message arrives. One would have been 
motivated to display the actual message for an Icon when a new message arrives in 
order to display the content of the message rather than just the modification of the icon. 

Claim 7,15: Salmimaa discloses a method of a mobile terminal receiving messages 
(paragraph 0026) and modifying application Icons in response to the messages 
(paragraph 0013) and Hellebust discloses a method for the display of the wireless 
device to be updated to reflect that a new message has arrived by displaying the actual 
message (paragraph 001 1 ) as in claims 6 and 12 above. Salmimaa further discloses a 
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method of an application launcher that launches an application associated with a 
selected icon in response to further user input (paragraph 0038). 

Claim 8: Salmimaa and Hellebust disclose a method for receiving messages 
(Salmimaa, paragraph 0026), modifying application icons in response to the messages 
(Hellebust, paragraph 0013) and an application launcher that launches an application 
associated with a selected icon in response to further user input (Salmimaa, paragraph 
0038) as in claim 7 above, but do not disclose displaying a content preview in a dialog 
box. A dialog box is a very common way to display infomriation separately from another 
window at the time of the invention. Therefore, it would have been obvious for 
Salmimaa and Hellebust to display a preview of content in a dialog box. One would 
have been motivated to display a preview of content in a dialog box in order to 
maximize display space by displaying separate information over other information, 
therefore adding a third dimension of display space. 

Claim 13,16: Salmimaa discloses a GUI and a hand held wireless device for a mobile 
terminal that includes a microprocessor and a memory that communicates with one or 
more content providers via a receiving circuit, i.e. monitoring component (paragraph 
0034) and modifying icons, i.e. a modifying component (paragraph 0013) as in. claims 
12 and 15 above, but does not disclose maintaining a count of items. Hellebust 
discloses a similar GUI and hand held device that keeps count of items (paragraph 
0017). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art for 
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Salmimaa to include a message cx)unt for each icon. One would have been motivated 
to include a message count for each icon to count the number of messages associated 
with each icon that have the same profile. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John M. Heffington whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1696. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri (Alternate Fridays off) 
7:30 - 5:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jim Myhre can be reached on (571) 270-1065. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonmatlon about the PAIR system, see http://palr-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA).or 571-272-1000. 



JMH 
3/5/2007 



ian^^W. Myhre 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 



